ANDROCLES AND THE LION

are flatly contrary. The mere thought of Jesus as a married man
is felt to be blasphemous by the most conventional believers;
and even those of us to whom Jesus is no supernatural personage,
but a prophet only as Mahomet was a prophet, feel that there was
something more dignified in the bachelordom of Jesus than in
the spectacle of Mahomet lying distracted on the floor of his harem
whilst his wives stormed and squabbled and henpecked round
him. We are not surprised that when Jesus called the sons of
Zebedee to follow him, he did not call their father, and that the
disciples, like Jesus himself, were all men without family entangle-
ments. It is evident from his impatience when people excused
themselves from following him because of their family funerals,
or when they assumed that his first duty was to his mother, that
he had found family ties and domestic affections in his way at
every turn, and had become persuaded at last that no man could
follow his inner light until he was free from their compulsion.
The absence of any protest against this tempts us to declare that
on this question of marriage there are no conventional people;
and that everyone of us is at heart a good Christian sexually.

INCONSISTENCY OF THE SEX INSTINCT

But the question is not so simple as that. Sex is an exceedingly
subtle and complicated instinct; and the mass of mankind neither
know nor care much about freedom of conscience, which is what
Jesus was thinking about, and are concerned almost to obsession
with sex, as to which Jesus said nothing. In our sexual natures
we are torn by an irresistible attraction and an overwhelming
repugnance and disgust. We have two tyrannous physical pas-
sions: concupiscence and chastity. We become mad in pursuit of
sex: we become equally mad in the persecution of that pursuit.
Unless we gratify our desire the race is lost: unless we restrain it
we destroy ourselves. We are thus led to devise marriage insti-
tutions which will at the same time secure opportunities for the
gratification of sex and raise up innumerable obstacles to it;
which will sanctify It and brand it as infamous; which will identify
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